REPORT ON HALF DAY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES, JULY – DECEMBER 2007
DEPDC
Beneficiaries

There are currently 190 students attending the school anywhere between the ages of 4 and 18.  There are 2 kindergarten levels and 6 primary grades.

Student numbers by grade

July – December 2007

	Grade
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Kindergarten 1
	18
	25
	43

	Kindergarten 2
	18
	15
	33

	Primary 1
	18
	24
	42

	Primary 2
	8
	12
	20

	Primary 3
	7
	7
	14

	Primary 4
	5
	6
	11

	Primary 5
	4
	5
	9

	Primary 6
	6
	12
	18

	Total 
	84
	106
	190


Without one parent or both parents, it is highly probable that orphaned children would stay at home, or find work on the streets to earn money and help support the family.  This in turn increases the likelihood of being trafficked. 

 Number of orphans/ single parent families

	
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Both parents deceased
	1
	2
	3

	Father deceased
	3
	2
	5

	Mother deceased
	1
	1
	2


Student numbers by background
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethnicity
	Tai Yai (Shan)
	Akha
	Lua
	Lahu
	Tai Leu
	Thai
	Total

	Students
	66
	73
	11
	1
	34
	5
	190

	% of total
	34.7%
	38.4%
	5.8%
	0.5%
	17.8%
	2.6%
	100%


There are many hill tribe ethnicities residing in Northern Thailand, especially along the Thailand/Myanmar border.  Historically, many of these hill tribes originate from Myanmar and China, yet each has their own unique culture, customs, language, and way of life. Some of the children at the school may have emigrated with their parents from Myanmar, and moved into Thailand in search of a better life.  Others have been born in Thailand.  However, often children from these hill tribe groups do not possess any official documents (e.g., birth certificates or identification cards); consequently, they are not recognized as Thai citizens. Thus, securing their rights to an education, health care, land tenure and legitimate work opportunities can be very difficult.  Therefore, poverty is almost inevitable for the vast majority of these families, and the familiar problems associated with poverty such as drug addiction, alcoholism and HIV/AIDS, are rife and all too often lead to the breakdown of the family unit.  Past experience has shown that children from broken families are particularly susceptible to being trafficked into child labor or commercial sex work.  DEPDC’s Half Day School plays a valuable role, in acting not only as a ‘safe haven’ for these vulnerable children but providing them with the necessary life skills children need to become healthy and well adjusted individuals.
Recent activities: July – December 2007
July 25 – Tree Planting
The Half Day School children traveled to Doi Sang Ngu in Mae Sai district to participate in a hillside beautification program.  They joined government officials, teachers, and students from other schools to plant trees and water them.  The activity allowed the students to learn about nature, how to care for trees, and fostered a sense of pride because they participated in the activity together to improve their community.

July 27 – Khao Pansaa

Khao Pansaa is celebrated every year on the day after the full moon of the eighth month, usually in July.  It is also known as “Buddhist lent.”  On this day, the students learned about the history and stories behind the holiday.  This is an important custom for children in Thailand to understand.  The children prepared offerings from natural materials – candles, incense, and colored paper – and attended a traditional ceremony at the local temple.

August 10 – Mother’s Day

On this very special day that also commemorates the Queen’s birthday, Half Day School children invited their mothers, grandmothers, and other family members to attend a special Mother’s Day celebration.  The day included an opening and welcome ceremony, a discussion about the life and the Queen as an example of motherhood, followed by a show of dancing and singing prepared by the children.  The children also presented their mothers with small gifts and drawings that they had prepared in class.  The celebration ended with singing a special song for mothers and sharing a meal together.

August 16-17 – Science Fair

The Half Day School children attended an annual science fair at Mae Fah Luang University in Chiang Rai that encompasses the best science projects, displays, and cultural performances from area high schools and universities in Chiang Rai province.  The science fair lasts for four days and students from all over Northern Thailand participate and witness the innovation and ingenuity of Thailand’s youth. For our first graders, this was the first time at a science fair. They were amazed by all the technology and scientific knowledge that they have yet to explore.  This was their very first encounter with microscopes and other magnifying technology. The first graders went from station to station absorbing knowledge and asking questions.  Among many things, they learned about DNA, mixing chemical dyes, making organic watercolors, composting, bacteria, and the growth stages of butterflies. 
August 24-26 – Dhamma Camp

This camp was held for three days and two nights at Wat Suan Mok in Chiang Rai.  The camp participants learned about Buddhist teachings, which they practiced applying to everyday life situations.  This knowledge will help the children improve themselves and their behavior.

September 20 – Field Trip to Flag Park in Chiang Rai

HDS students took a field trip to Flag Park to learn about how ethnic minority groups interact with the environment.  Included in the discussion and presentations were information on tribal customs, environmental issues, global warming, and government environmental programs.  The students learned about sustainable living and possible solutions to environmental problems.

October 29 – Teacher Training at Baan Huay Rai Samakhee School
Half Day School teachers attended a one-day, intensive capacity building workshop to improve their teaching techniques.  They learned about how to better identify and utilize students’ potential, how to incorporate the arts and culture of various ethnic minority groups into their teaching activities, and they practiced preparing and setting up spaces and activities for children around particular child development themes.
November 21 – March to End Violence Against Children and Women

Thirty of the HDS children participated in a city-wide march to end violence against children and women.  They represented DEPDC and the Half Day School and joined with other students, teachers, and government officials in this event organized by both government agencies and NGOs in the Mae Sai area.  The march concluded with activities for children and drawing pictures to express thoughts on violence against women and children.
November 23 – Loi Krathong

Loi Krathong is a special holiday in Thailand that celebrates waterways.  The custom is to make a small raft out of a section of banana tree trunk, decorate it with natural materials such as folded banana leaves, flowers, candles, and incense, and float the raft down the river.  This also symbolizes self-purification and letting go of the previous year’s bad deeds and feelings.  On this day, the HDS students made their own rafts (krathongs) and floated them down the river.  There was also a contest for the loveliest krathong.
December 4 – Father’s Day
Father’s Day is one of Thailand’s most important holidays.  It is celebrated on the King’s birthday and Thai people honor their own fathers as well as the King who is the father of the nation.  The HDS students held a drawing contest and drew their favorite pictures of the King, which were displayed in the school.  They also set up a display to honor the King on his 80th birthday.  In the afternoon, the children participated in a show with music and dancing and talked about the importance of Father’s Day and respect for one’s parents.
Ongoing Activities

There are morning classes five days a week, Monday to Friday from 08.40am to 12.00 covering the subjects of:

· Mathematics

· Thai language

· Science and Technology

· Computer training 
· Physical Education

A free lunch is provided for all students.  The kindergarten children have lunch at 11am and the primary children have lunch at 12 noon.  

Computers

This year, computer training, which was previously offered as a vocational training, has now been integrated in the standard curriculum.  The course focuses on typing, using Microsoft Office tools and the Internet Explorer for research purposes.  It is also hoped this training will provide the students with another invaluable skill in the changing job market.

Vocational Program
After lunch the children attend practical workshops which are part of the Vocational Program. The vocational program started in 2000 and is designed to train youth in a variety of practical skills such as cookery, carpentry, art and agriculture.  This is achieved through afternoon workshops which take place from 1pm – 3.30pm, Monday to Friday. There are currently 134 students attending these workshops. 
	Vocational Training
	Female
	Male
	Total

	Cooking
	21
	
	21

	Sports
	
	38
	38

	Music
	6
	4
	10

	Art
	16
	9
	25

	Handicrafts
	26
	
	26

	Weaving
	3
	1
	4

	English
	9
	1
	10

	TOTAL
	81
	53
	134


Through receiving such training it is hoped that their employability will be increased. Thus, they will be able to support themselves and generate a stable income without having to resort to entering commercial sex work.  In addition, mastering a skill boosts a child’s self-confidence and morale, and therefore, is conducive to starting a healthy adult life. 

Children can learn one skill per semester (there being two semesters per year) and each workshop session provides training and practice in the design, manufacture and selling of the products within the selected skill.  The skills chosen reflect local industries. The history of each skill is taught, and if it pertains to a particular ethnic minority in the area that aspect is highlighted.  Experts from the community and parents are asked to help teach the particular craft.  This helps to strengthen the ties the Half Day School has with the local community—staff members are working closely with community members. 

At the end of each semester the children can choose to either opt for a new skills program or continue the current program to a more advanced level.  There is also an exhibition where all the classes display their work.  This gives them the chance to see each others’ work and showcase their own creations in a meaningful way. The children really enjoy this as it gives them the opportunity to feel proud of their accomplishments.


There are now seven skills training programs operating at DEPDC.

Cooking
In the cooking and baking workshop the children learn how to make traditional food and drink using local ingredients; the students also learn about fruit carving.  Examples of the products the students use are:

· Cooking rice using different methods: charcoal, firewood, LPG gas, rice cooker, boiled, fried

· Juice and herbal drinks 

· Different types of noodles

· Tofu and soy milk

With many western style snacks becoming readily available in the area, this skill hopefully encourages the more healthy traditional snacks and deserts.  The food made in the afternoon training is then distributed as an afternoon snack to all the students before afternoon roll call.  As with all vocational trainings, it is hoped that some children can improve their skills to such an extent that they can earn extra money in the future; thus, empowering them with self-sufficiency and self-confidence.  

The students also learn responsibility for looking after supplies, tools, and materials required to make desserts, the history of Thai sweets and the cultural beliefs associated with them, and take pride in making something themselves to eat and share with their families.  

Sports

Half Day School students play a variety of sports, including football, tennis, basketball, volleyball, table tennis, badmintons, and takraw (a popular game in Thailand played with a ball of woven rattan strips).  Participation in the sports program cultivates patience, hard work, and practice.  The students learn about goal setting, good sportsmanship, teamwork, winning and losing, and sports safety.  The sports program builds unity among the students, develops quality of life for body and mind, encourages students use their free time for a good purpose, and prevents them from developing addictive behaviors.   

DEPDC also continues to run its swimming and running programs.  Students practice stretching, warming up and cooling down, and have sports competitions.

Music

The HDS music shop aims to increase student confidence in performing and practicing music.  Students can show their skills and abilities, learn about various Thai and international instruments, learn how to look after their instruments, fix them, put them together and put them away properly, and clean them after use.  The students are learning simple songs that build patience and confidence.  Music is also a potential income generating skill.  The students are really enjoying this training, and spend much of their free time practicing their instruments.

Art
The arts shop develops the creativity and artistic skills of the participants.  They practice patience and attention to detail.  The students draw pictures about nature, themselves, animals, and their culture.  They also practice drawing and painting from existing images, learn drawing and painting techniques and styles, and how to mix colors.  

Handicrafts

The objective of the handicrafts program is to teach the children how to turn everyday things which might otherwise be thrown away into toys, decorations, or repair them for further use.  They also learn painting, drawing, printing techniques, and flower arranging.

Students are encouraged to  think about improving their skills and knowledge in handicrafts and production, practice patience, and learn how to use things that are leftover and make them into something useful and beautiful.  The students have made things such as dolls from cloth scraps, crafts from flowers and natural materials and tissue, flower wreaths, and traditional decorations made from vegetables and fruits like pumpkins, onions, carrots, watermelon, cucumbers, flowers, and leaves.

Weaving


In the weaving shop, children learn to produce hand woven fabric using traditional tools and techniques. The students hand-spin the thread, set up the traditional looms, and weave the products.  Items such as scarves, purses, tablecloths, napkins, towels, curtains, and clothes are produced and all are available for sale.

This is an important and culturally relevant vocational skill that allows students to earn income from producing things themselves.  They learn the value of money and saving.  

English
English language is now offered as a Half Day School shop in the afternoons.  The objectives of this shop are to improve the understanding, speaking, reading, and writing for motivated students of English.  The shop provides basic language foundations that can be built upon with further practice.  The students in English shop practice listening, learning new vocabulary, spelling, learning the alphabet, upper and lower case letters, vowels, sounding out words, and reading aloud.  

Conclusion
The Half Day School is running smoothly and is maintaining a steady number of students enrolled in primary school.  The vast majority of beneficiaries are from local ethnic minority groups and migrant families.  The percentage of students from the Akha hill tribe group is larger than in recent years, perhaps representing a shift in population demographics in the Patak Village area.  

HDS staff continues to increase its knowledge of the surrounding communities by visiting families and neighborhoods regularly in order to ensure that parents and guardians are involved in their children’s education.  Community involvement also assists the staff in selecting shops, vocational activities, and extra-curricular programs that are most relevant to the children’s daily lives and future well being.

